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Assistance  Plan  Permits 
Local  Boards  Give  Loans 
For  Farm  Land  Purchase 


Three-way  guarantee  against  loss 
is  one  of  the  major  provisions  in 
the  new  Farm  Purchase  Credit  Act 
passed  recently  by  the  Alberta 
Legislature.  Under  the  legislation, 
rural  municipalities  are  empowered 
to  set  up  Farm  Purchase  Boards  to 
approve  capital  loans  to  farmers  for 
buying  land.  Loans  will  bear  in- 
terest at  five  per  cent  and  may 
extend  for  a  maximum  period  of  20 
vears. 

All  capital  will  be  provided  by 
the  provincial  government.  How- 
ever, participating  rural  munici- 
palities and  actual  land  vendors 
will  be  required  to  join  the  pro- 
vince in  guarantee  against  loss  on  a 
proportionate  percentage  basis. 

The  act  establishes  $2,000,000 
revolving  fund  to  finance  the  new 
scheme.  Maximum  loan  to  any  one 
applicant  is  set  at  $7,500  or  40  per- 
cent of  the  total  purchase  price, 
whichever  is  less.  In  the  case  of 
an  established  farmer,  no  loan  can 
be  granted  where  the  appraised 
value  of  the  land  he  owns  is 
$25,000  or  higher.  An  applicant 
is  required  to  put  up  20  percent 
of  the  pvirchase  price,  but  the  maxi- 
mum land  value  toward  which  a 
loan  may  be  applied  is  $25,000. 

Under  the  three-way  guarantee 
against  loss  or  default  on  the  part 
of  the  purchaser,  the  provincial 
government  is  slated  to  absorb  70 
per  cent  of  such  actual  loss,  the 
municipality  20  per  cent,  and  the 
vendor  10  per  cent.  Lands  under 
agreement  of  sale  are  to  be  secured 
by  first  mortgage  in  right  of  the 


Operational  process  calls  for  a 
municipality  to  enact  a  bylaw  al- 
lowing it  to  enter  into  loss  guaran- 
tee agreement  with  the  minister  in 
charge,  the  Provincial  Treasurer. 
On  approval  by  the  minister  of 
subsequent  loan  application,  the 
municipality  may  set  up  a  Farm 
Purchase  Board  consisting  of  one 
representative  from  the  munici- 
pality, one  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  one  from  the  De- 
partment of  Provincial  Treasurer. 
The  board  is  empowered  to  make 
loans  to  farmers  whose  applications 
have  been  approved  by  the  provin- 
cial Advisory  Committee.  This 
latter  body  is  made  up  of  two  or 
more  competent  persons  appointed 
by  the  minister.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers shall  be  or  shall  have  been  a 
practical  farmer. 

A  stipulation  carried  in  the  act 
is  that  no  loan  be  granted  where 
the  board  is  of  the  opinion  the  farm 
will  not  produce  sufficiently  to 
enable  the  operator  to  repay  his 
loan  within  20  vears. 

Administrative  costs  of  a  Farm 
Purchase  Board  are  to  be  shared 
b\'  the  municipality  involved  and 
the  provincial  government.  This 
includes  the  function  of  farm 
appraisals  as  well. 

A  farmer  selling  his  land 
through  a  board  will  receive  the 
20  per  cent  down  payment  re- 
quired of  the  purchaser,  plus  full 
amount  of  loan  arranged  through 
the  board.  The  outstanding  amount 
is  to  be  paid  off  by  the  purchaser 
in  equal  annual  instalments.  Maxi- 
mum interest  rate  obtainable  by  the 
vendor  on  this  amount  is  41/2  per 
cent.  • 


Paper  Shower  Ends  Sitting 


The  thnd  session  of  the  Thirteenth  Alberta  Legislature  was  prorogued 
April  11  after  41  day  and  14  night  sittings.  A  total  of  117  bills  were 
passed  in  the  61-member  house.  There  were  124  introduced.  Sixteen 
private  members'  bills  were  dealt  with,  15  of  which  were  passed.  The 
session,  which  opened  on  February  14,  was  the  second  longest  in  20 
years,  exceeded  only  in  1945  which  lasted  nine  weeks.  In  1937  the 
session  lasted  11  weeks.  Shown  in  the  photograph  are  members  of  the 
Legislature  press  gallery  showering  paper  upon  the  Hon.  Speaker  Peter 
Dawson  and  Legislative  members  in  a  traditional  ceremony. 

Plan  Accommodate  50,000 
People  at  Wabamun  Park 


Development  of  an  extensive 
park  at  Lake  Wabamun,  some  45 
miles  west  of  Edmonton  is  planned 
by  the  Provincial  Parks  Board. 
Envisioned  in  the  long-range  pro- 
gram are  facilities  to  accommodate 
up  to  50,000  people. 

Some  preliminary  development, 
such  as  dredging  of  a  portion  of  the 
beach  was  done  last  fall.  Work 
is  to  resume  this  spring.  Initial 
development  planned  in  1957  in- 
cludes beach  work,  warden's  resi- 
dence and  roadwa}'S.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  this  project  will  take 
at  least  eight  years  to  complete. 

The  total  park  area  comprises 
some  540  acres  of  wooded  land 


fronting  on  Moonlight  Ba\',  at  the 
lake's  eastern  extremity.  It  in- 
cludes about  one  mile  of  lake  front- 
age. Provision  is  being  made  to 
divert  the  Kapasiwin  Highway  to 
border  the  park  land  in  order  that 
more  area  will  be  a\'ailab]e  for  park 
development. 

The  entire  park  area  w  ill  be  de- 
yeloped  to  provide  maximum  rec- 
reational, picnic  and  camping  facili- 
ties. No  provision  has  been  made 
as  \et  for  subdivision  purposes. 

Because  of  its  proximity  to  the 
Edmonton  Metropolitan  Area,  the 
new  Provincial  Park  will  probably 
develop  as  a  \'ear-round  familv 
resort  ® 
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Students  See  Legislature    j  Auditoriums  Pass  Sound 

Test  With  Flying  Colors 


A  record  number  of  4,620  public  school,  high  school  and  university  students 
from  numerous  points  visited  the  Legislative  Building  in  Edmonton  during 
the  recent  sitting  of  the  Alberta  Legislature.  Li  addition  to  witnessing 
proceedings  of  the  House,  students  were  taken  on  a  tour  of  the  building. 
Shown  here  are  a  group  from  Evansburg,  who  visited  the  Legislature  just 
prior  to  prorogation  April  IL  Guide  Charles  Hillman  explains  the  seating 
arrangement  and  points  out  other  interesting  features  of  the  Legislative 
Chamber. 


Alberta  Game 
At  Summit  Talk 

Top  level  international  discus- 
sions may  have  been  helped  by  the 
savourv  flavor  of  Alberta  game 
birds  and  fish.  They  were  on  the 
menu  at  the  recent  Bermuda  meet- 
ing of  the  heads  of  government  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  United  States 
and  Canada. 

When    Mr.    Henrv  Goldsmith, 


former  Calgarv  chef,  was  invited  to 
supervise  the  kitchen  for  the  dura- 
tion of  the  summit  meeting,  he 
sought  ideas  for  tasty  and  unusual 
foods.  Mr.  Harold  Siebens  of  Cal- 
gary, suggested  some  of  Alberta's 
wild  fowl  and  fish  dishes  and  the 
idea  was  gratefulh'  accepted.  The 
game,  donated  by  Mr.  Siebens  from 
his  locker,  was  flown  to  Bermuda 
and  provided  the  dinner  for  March 
2L  • 


Eskimos  Train  at  Leduc 
For  Jobs  on  DEW  Line 


An  Eskimo  Training  School, 
unique  in  Canada,  is  presently  in 
operation  at  Leduc,  20  miles  south 
of  Edmonton.  The  program,  sub- 
sidized bv  the  Federal  Government, 
is  designed  to  give  the  Eskimo  op- 
portunit\  for  employment  on  de- 
fense sites  in  the  far  north.  Enrol- 
ment   in    this    first  three-month 


course  totals  .31.  On  graduation, 
the  men  v\ill  be  employed  by  a 
company  responsible  for  the  opera- 
tion and  maintenance  of  equipment 
of  the  DEW  line  in  the  North-West 
Territories. 

Federal  Northern  Service  officers 
selected  the  candidates  for  the 
coui'se  from  residents  of  areas  of 


.A  group  of  Eskimos  are  shown  receiving  instruction 
at  the  school  at  Leduc. 


tracto 


maintenance 


Music  from  a  symphony  or- 
chestra, voices  of  a  massed  choir, 
gun  shots,  and  other  sounds  pre- 
sented the  basis  for  expert  analysis 
of  the  acoustical  properties  of  Al- 
berta's Jubilee  Auditoria  on  April 
8  at  a  test  concert  conducted  at 
the  Northern  Jubilee  Auditorium  in 
Edmonton.  The  concert  proved 
auditorium  acoustics  were  virtually 
perfect. 

The  Provincial  Department  of 
Public  Works  invited  a  panel  of 
eleven  experts  in  the  field  of  music 


specific  type  of  questionnaire. 
Musical  arrangements,  demanding 
almost  opposing  conditions,  were 
selected  to  provide  a  thorough  ap- 
proach to  judgment.  More  than 
2,000  persons  attended. 

Precision  electronic  instruments 
were  used  to  measure  loudness, 
pressure,  energy  density  of  the 
air,  frequency,  amplitude,  subhar- 
monics  of  tones,  reverberation  time, 
echo,  interference  and  other  pheno- 
mena. 

Intelligibility  of  the  spoken  word 


Members  of  the  provincial  legislatnre  made  a  tour  of  the  Northern  Alberta 
Jubilee  Auditorium  at  Edmonton  just  prior  to  the  testing  and  tuning 
concert  April  8.  A  department  of  public  works  official  is  pointing  out  an 
aspect  in  the  construction  on  the  second  floor  lobby  to  one  of  the  groups 
of  members  making  the  tour  of  inspection. 


and  sound  to  participate  in  the 
"tuning  concert."  Any  alterations 
deemed  necessary  as  result  of  the 
concert  were  to  have  been  incor- 
porated into  the  auditoria  prior  to 
the  Dedication  Week  program  com- 
mencing April  28. 

The  test  concert  in  the  Edmon- 
ton Auditorium  was  so  arranged 
that  the  experts,  trained  musicians 
and  scientists,  and  the  average  con- 
I  cert-goer  in  attendance,  could  con- 
I  tribute  their  impressions  of  the 
acoustical  properties  of  the  build- 
ing.     Each    group    completed  a 

Cambridge  Bay,  Aklavik  and  the 
Eastern  Arctic.  A  second  three- 
month  course  will  be  conducted  for 
I  new  students  on  completion  of  the 
present  program. 

Tlie  Eskimos  range  in  age  from 
17  to  43.  Some  speak  English 
fluently,  others  in  a  broken  manner 
or  not  at  all.  Three  instructors  at 
the  school  require  an  interpreter. 

Fundamentals  of  the  operation 
and  maintenance  of  heavy-duty 
vehicles  is  taught  in  a  workshop, 
and  a  field  area.  Some  of  the 
trainees  have  had  previous  instruc- 


was  also  tested  b\'  the  reading  of 
lists  of  syllables. 

The  Edmonton  Symphony  Or- 
chestra, complemented  by  members 
of  the  Calgary  S\'mphony,  and  the 
University  of  Alberta  chorus  were 
presented  in  the  concert.  Dr.  Mur- 
ray Adaskin,  well  known  violinist, 
rendered  a  violin  solo. 

As  the  two  auditoria  are  exact 
in  design  and  structure,  no  test 
concert  was  deemed  necessary  for 
the  Southern  Alberta  Jubilee  Audi- 
torium at  Calgar\'.  •■ 


tion.  All  have  displayed  a  great 
enthusiasm  for  learning. 

Residents  of  Leduc  have  co- 
operated in  the  program.  The 
students  are  billeted  in  nine  pri- 
vate homes.  Edmonton  had  orig- 
inal] v  been  selected  as  their  centre 
for  the  school  but  workshop  facili- 
ties could  not  be  found. 

Instruction  is  given  in  operation 
of  trucks,  caterpillar  tractors,  grad- 
ers and  otlrer  veliicles.  This  re- 
quires knowledge  of  carburetors, 
distributor  points,  magneto  timing, 
fuel  pumps,  brakes,  transmissions, 
clutch  and  other  essentials.  • 
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Recreation  Projects  Gaining  Expert  Leadership 


Provincial  government  grants  to 
communities  employing  a  fnlltime 
recreation  director,  or  part  time 
leaders  have  aided  14  Alberta 
centres  in  establishing  programs 
■providing  services  and  recreational 
opportunities  for  all  age  groups. 
The  community  recreation  move- 
ment is  growing  rapidlv  in  Alberta. 
More  than  40  cen  tres  have  a  recrea- 
tion program  of  some  magnitude. 

The  Communitv  Recreation 
Bureau  of  the  Department  of 
Economic  Affairs  assists  communi- 
ties in  establishing  a  recreation  pro- 
gram. Professional  personnel  guide 
local  leaders  and  administrators, 
and  suggest  activities  to  meet 
specific  or  general  needs. 

Grants  ranging  from  $1.00  per 
hour  to  $4.00  per  week  for  certified 
recreation  leaders,  and  from  $300 
to  $1,000  per  year  for  a  qualified 
superintendent  of  commrmitv  rec- 
reation are  available  through  the 
Bureau.  To  be  eligible  for  the 
maximum  grant,  the  superintendent 
should  have  university  degree  m 
recreation,  physical  education  or  an 
allied  field,  and  two  vears  success- 
ful field  work. 

Recreation  leadership  training, 
leading  to  recognized  certification, 
is  available  at  four-week  courses 
conducted  each  summer  at  Red 
Deer.  Sponsored  bv  the  Bureau, 
the  school  is  staffed  bv  professional 
personnel.  Complete  training  calls 
for  attendance  at  the  course  two 
.successive  years. 

A  recreation  board  or  commis- 
sion to  oversee  the  recreation  pro- 
gram in  its  own  communitv.  Such 
boards  investigate  the  recreational 
needs  of  all  age  groups  in  its  area 
and  make  plans  to  fill  these  needs. 
Operation  and  supervision  of  pro- 
grams at  pla\grounds,  athletic 
fields,  and  other  public  recreation 
areas  also  fall  within  the  scope 
of  the  board's  activities.  The  board 
also  works  in  close  co-operation 
with  the  community's  church, 
school  and  sei'vice  organizations  to 
avoid  duplication  of  programs. 


G\mnastics  and  tumbling  is  a  favorite  among  teen-agers.    A  Stettlc 

tumbling  routines. 


Tvpical  recreation  programs  mav 
include  supervised  competitive 
sports,   camping,    singing,  drama. 


These  two  teams  were  winners  oi 
their  respective  leagues  this  winter. 
Inter-school  basketball  pla\'s  a  big 
part  in  developing  .sportsmansiiip 
and  character.  Most  centres  liavc 
organized  basketball  during  the 
fall  and  winter  months. 


handicrafts,  reading,  or  group  dis- 
cussions. Sports  include  gxninas- 
tics,  volleyball,  table  teimis,  hockcn-. 


Girls  as  a  rule  shv'  away  from  gymnastic,  but  not  these  agile  young  ladies 
of  Stettler.    The  Stettler  Recreation  Commission  was  formed  four  \'ears 
ago  and  now  boasts  one  of  the  best  programs  in  the  province. 


recreational  dancing,  basketball, 
bowling,  badminton,  curling  and 
figure  skating  instruction.  Adult 
handicraft  instruction  includes 
leather-carving,  fibre-flower  craft, 
metal  tooling,  plastic  lacing  and 
wood  carving.  Choral,  drama  and 
music  appreciation  workshops  are 
also  popular  with  adults. 

Supervised  plasgroimds,  com- 
plete with  paddling  pools,  are  being 
built  in   more  and  more  Alberta 


lages  will  have  (|ualified  diri'ctors 
and  leaders,  and  a  w  ide  \ariet\  of 
recreation  acti\ities  axailable  to 
their  citizens. 

Connnimities  wliich  now  have 
organized  programs  include:  ]\vd 
Deer,  Edmonton,  Calgar\.  Lctli- 
bridge,  Wctaskiwin,  CJamrose,  Stet- 
tler, Peace  River,  Nanton,  Car- 
mangaw  Nol)lcford,  Standard.  Rim- 
bev.  Black  Diamond,  \\'cnihli'\  and 
Grimsliaw.  • 


Candidates  at  the  Red  Deer  Recxeation  Leadership  School  begin  a  da\ " 
activities  with  a  workout  similar  to  that  shown  above.    Students  recei\i 
leadership  certification  at  the  annual  fom-week  school. 


communities.  Youngsters  happily 
pass  many  hours  of  the  summer 
months  at  these  havens. 

Highlight  of  many  of  the  pro- 
grams is  an  annual  social  night,  at 
which  awards  are  presented  for 
'the  year's  work,  and  handicrafts 
clisplaxed. 

Such  recreation  contributes  to 
the  physical  and  mental  well-being 
of  participants,  and  provides  an 
opportunity  for  expressive  and 
joyous  living.  Recreation  is  de- 
fined as  leisure  time  activit\  in 
which  an  individual  engages  from 
choice,  because  of  the  enjoyment 
and  satisfaction  it  brings  him. 

The  growth  of  communit\-  rec- 
reation programs  is  spreading 
throughout  the  province.  Officials 
are  confident  that  in  the  near  future 
all  Alberta  cities,  towns  and  y\]- 


Future  stars  of  the  National  Hockt  \ 
League  get  their  start  in  communi- 
ties' minor  hocke\-  program.  Rim- 
be\  bantam  and  juvenile  teams 
practice  here  prior  to  a  league  tilt. 
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Increase  Size  Land  Parcels 
Obtainable  By  Homesteaders 


Major  changes  in  disposal  of 
crown  lands  for  homestead  pur- 
poses were  adopted  at  the  latest 
session  of  the  Alberta  Legislature. 
An  amendment  to  the  Public  Lands 
Act  allows  for  conditional  sale  of  up 
to  three  quarter-sections  of  crown 
lands.  Up  to  the  present,  home- 
steaders have  been  able  to  gain 
possession  on  only  two  quarter- 
sections,  solely  on  the  basis  of  ful- 
filling lease  requirements. 

The  new  measure  provides  for 
acquisition  of  land  up  to  a  maxi- 
mum of  three  quarter-sections  by 
combined  lease  and  purchase,  or  bv 
jiurchase  onh .  Lease  acquisi- 
tion remains  limited  to  two 
quarter-sections.  Existing  home- 
stead lessees  may  apply  for  ad- 
ditional land  under  sale  contract 
up  to  the  amount  where  combined 
holdings  would  not  exceed  three 
quarter-sections  having  a  total 
arable  acreage  of  not  more  than 
240  acres.  Additional  land  applied 
for  must  also  be  within  a  five-mile 
radius  of  the  established  home- 
stead. For  prospective  purchasers 
other  than  present  homesteaders, 
who  own  or  lease  other  land, 
the  provisions  of  maximum  com- 
bined total  acreage  and  arable 
acreage  apply  as  above. 

Payments  under  sale  contract  will 
be  required  to  be  made  in  equal 
annual  instalments  spread  over  a 
period  of  10  to  20  years.  In- 
terest rate  is  set  at  SVa  per  cent. 
In  addition,  purchasers  will  be  re- 
quired to  pay  annual  taxes.  This 
differs  from  lease  contracts  where 
the  homesteader  pays  only  on  a 
copv-share  basis  and  no  taxes  are 
levied. 

Instalment  payments  are  not  due 
to  commence  until  the  fourth  year 
where  less  than  25  acres  are  under 
cultivation  at  time  of  sale,  the  third 
\  ear  where  25  to  50  acres  are  under 
cultivation,  and  the  second  year 
where  cultivated  land  is  50  acres 
or  more.  Taxes  become  due  on  a 
similar  scale  beginning  in  the  first 
\'ear  where  100  acres  or  more  are 
under  cultivation.  The  second,  third 
and  fourth  years  for  lesser  amounts. 

In  the  case  of  purchase  contracts, 
no  residence  obligations  will  have 
to  be  met.  All  other  requirements, 
such  as  cultivation  duties,  will 
applv  as  in  lease  contracts  under 
penalty  of  default. 

To  complement  new  sale  contract 
legislation,  an  amendment  was 
enacted  to  the  Homestead  Lease 
Loan  Act.  It  provides  for  the  grant- 
ing of  the  $1,000  provincial  gov- 
ernment loan  available  to  home- 
stead lessees  to  homestead  pur- 
chasers as  well.  Present  homestead 
lessees  may  convert  their  lease  con- 
tract to  purchase  agreements. 

Applications  for  both  lease  and 
purchase  contracts  are  handled  by 
the  Public  Lands  Agency  of  the 
Department  of  Lands  and  Forests. 
In  addition  to  the  more  specific 
requirements  outlined  previously 
persons  eligible  to  purchase  land 
must  be:  veterans  or  residents  of 
Alberta  for  two  consecutive  years 
immediately  prior  to  making  appli- 
cation; British  subjects  or  Canadian 
citizens,  or  declare  on  application 
their  intention  of  becoming  Cana- 
dian citizens.  * 


Get  Last  Loans 
Under  Old  Act 

Ten  commimities  borrowed  a 
total  of  $1,549,100  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Province  of  Alberta 
under  the  Municipal  C;apital  Ex- 
penditures Li  cense  Act  during  the 
month  of  March.  The  loans  were 
the  last  to  be  issued  under  the  Act. 
Future  municipal  loans  will  be  is- 
sued by  the  recently  formed  Alberta 
Municipal  Financing  Corporation. 

The  City  of  Red  Deer  led  other 
municipalities  in  March  borrowings 
witli  a  total  of  $516,200.  A  paving 
program  will  utilize  $293,300; 
sewers,  $107,500;  curbs  and  gut- 
ters, $76,100,  and  street  lighting, 
$39,300. 

Other  loans  authorized  included: 
Black  Diamond,  $294,900,  sewer 
and  water  system;  Vegreville,$200,- 
000,  water  works;  Sundre,  sewer 
and  water  system,  $161,000;  Wain- 
wright,  $100,000,  paving,  and 
$47,600,  sewer  and  water  exten- 
sions; Wembley,  $99,500,  sewer 
and  water  program;  Entwistle, 
$94,200,  sewer  and  water  pro- 
gram; Bashaw,  fire  truck,  $15,000; 
Rimbey,  sewer  and  water  system, 
$13,000,  and  Alix,  $7,700,  water 
system. 

Since  inception  of  the  Act  in 
April,  1953,  Alberta  municipalities 
have  borrowed  a  total  of  $133,- 
117,675.  Amount  provided  under 
the  Act  was  $125,000,000,  with 
$8,117,675  being  re-loaned  from 
the  principal  repayments  received 
under  the  revolving  fund.  During 
the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 
1957,  borrowings  totalled  $41,- 
456,335.  • 


Extended  Service 
By  Micro-wave 

Unrestricted  long  distance  tele- 
phone service  and  live  television 
network  programs  will  be  available 
in  Alberta  this  fall  with  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Alberta  legs  of  the 
Trans-Canada  Microwave  Svstem. 

The  Alberta  section  of  the 
national  network  will  consist  of  16 
relay  stations.  Tower  heights  varv 
from  50  feet  to  312  feet.  Con- 
struction of  tower  footings  and  re- 
lav  buildings  has  been  completed 
and  equipment  is  being  installed. 
Tower  erection  has  started  and 
antenna  installation  will  follow.  The 
program  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted in  the  fall. 

Vastly  improved  long  distance 
telephone  service  on  a  national  and 
provincial  scale  is  the  main  feature 
of  the  system.  Secondary  is  net- 
work television.  While  the  system 
will  enable  T.V.  programmes  origi- 
nating almost  anywhere  in  Canada 
or  the  United  States  to  be  brought 
to  Alberta  viewers  and  Alberta 
programs  sent  elsewhere,  it  will  not 
increase  the  number  of  T.V.  chan- 
nels available  to  the  individual. 
This  will  depend  on  establishment 
of  additional  stations. 

Towers  are  being  erected  at 
Pashlev,  Bowell,  Tilley,  Lathom, 
Cluny,  Cheadle,  Granum,  Park- 
dale,  Aldersvde,  Crossfield,  Netook, 
Red  Deer,  Ponoka,  Kavanaugh, 
Pincher  Creek  and  Crowsnest. 
Terminal  television  operating  cen- 
tres will  be  located  at  Calgary, 
Lethbridge  and  Edmonton. 


Coming  Events 


During  the  coming  year.  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many 
events  of  provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within 
Our  Borders  is  pleased  to  list  in  its  Coming  Events  column  all 
those  of  which  it  is  made  aware.  Information  should  be  forwarded 
to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building,  Edmonton, 

April  17-21    Western  Canada  5-Pin  Bowling  Roll-ojfs  

April  21-23    Aha.  Registered  Music  Teachers  Association  

April  22-23    Alta.  Registered  Music  Teachers'  Convention  

Aha.  Teachers'  Assoc.  Convention  

Landrence-Fergus  Swme  Sale  

Cameo  Incorporated  Conference   

Alta.  Home  Economists  Association  Convention 

ACT  Search  for  Talent   

Northern  Chamber  of  Commerce  Northern 

Development  Conference   Edmonton 


April  22-24 
April  24 
April  22-26 
April  26-27 
April  27 
May    1-  3 


Edmonton 
Calgary 
Calgary- 
Edmonton 
Edmonton 
Calgary 
Edmonton 
Edmonton 


April  28 

May  4 
May  4 


Dedication  Week,  Alta.  Jubilee  Auditoriums  Edmonton,  Calgary 

Rodeo    Edmonton 

May    1-14    Horse    Racing   Calgary 

May    3        Northern  Alta.  Life  Underwriters'  Convention  Edmonton 

May    7-10    Stampede  Corral  Horse  Show  Calgary 

May    8-10    Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Division  of  Canadian 

Institute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgy  Edmonton 

May  12-14     Calgary  Kennel  and  Obedience  Club  Championships 

Show   Calgary 

May  15-18  Horse  Show  Edmonton 
May  16-17     Dog  Show  Edmonton 

May  17-18     Can.  National  Amateur  Boxing  Championships  Camrose 

May  20  Opening  Dinosaur  Trail  Dritmheller 
May  20-26     Dominion  Drama  Festival  Edmonton 

May  22-24     Western  Canada  Fuel  Association  Convention  Edmonton 

May  26-30     Canadian  Amateur  Hockey  Association  Edmonton 

May  28-30     Alberta  Hotel  Association  Calgary 


<mvi 


Only  Blockhouse 
Left  of  Fort 

Remains  of  one  of  Alberta's 
pioneer  forts  is  still  in  evidence 
near  Wetaskiwin.  Fort  Ethier,  also 
known  as  the  Lucas  Grove  Farm, 
was  built  in  1879.  A  blockhouse 
and  shell  structure  of  cabins  are 
all  that  remain  today. 

Located  some  40  miles  south  of 
Edmonton  on  the  main  Calgary- 
Edmonton  highway  route,  Fort 
Ethier  was  a  regular  stopping  off 
place  for  the  main  and  passenger 
stage  coach  which  passed  each  way 
once  a  week.    There  was  only  one 


.spare  room  m  the  house  and  argu- 
ments often  arose  as  to  who  would 
sleep  in  the  room.  Consequently 
the  first  person  out  of  the  coach 
and  into  the  house  was  rewarded 
with  a  soft  bed;  others  rolled  up  in 
blankets  and  slept  on  the  floor. 

Protection  against  highway  rob- 
bers was  provided  bv  two  members 
of  the  North  West  Mounted  Police, 
stationed  at  the  Fort.  The  police- 
men rode  out  20  miles  to  meet  a 
coach  arriving  from  Edmonton,  and 
next  morning  would  escort  it  an- 
other 20  miles  on  its  way  to  Cal- 
gary. Other  members  of  the  force 
would  take  over  escort  duty  some 
distance  from  the  southern  centre. 

During  the  Riel  Rebellion,  militia 
troops  were  housed  at  the  Fort.  A 
tunnel  was  constructed  to  Bigstone 
Creek  to  assure  a  plentiful  supply 
of  water  in  the  event  of  a  seige. 
The  passagewa\'  has  long  since 
deteriorated. 

The  property  on  which  the  Fort 
was  built  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  Lucas  family.  Title  was  ob- 
tained bv  Sam  13.  Lucas  in  1885, 
six  years  after  he  had  become  a 
government  farm  instructor. 

In  1898,  the  main  residence  at 
the  fort  was  destroyed  by  fire.  A 
new  building  was  erected  but  the 
need  for  protection  was  fast 
diminishing.  The  buildings  were 
abandoned  after  a  few  vears. 

In  1934  efforts  were  made  to 
restore  the  fort  to  its  original  con- 
dition. Lack  of  funds  and  the 
general  rundown  condition  of  the 
site  made  complete  restoration 
nearh'  impossible.  A  blockhouse 
and  ruins  of  other  cabins  may  still 
be  seen  at  the  site.  • 


